1. Dr. O’Connor’s collection and testing of bottled waters 
began at the University of Missouri-Columbia in 1980. 

2. The ‘Story’ was written in 2007 and posted to the 
H20’C Engineering website in 2008. 
http://www.h2oc.com/h2oc-librarv/librarvindex.html 

3. The slide show was posted to the American Chemical 
Society website, December, 2010 as Water and 
Wastewater Slide Shows. 
https://communities.acs.orq/bloas/h2oc?start=15 

4. Vintage water bottles were gifted to the University of 
California-Davis, March, 2013. 



5. Columbia (MO) community (KOPN) Radio Interview on 
Bottled Water, April, 2013. 

http://www.h2oc.com/h2oc-librarv/librarvindex.html 


The on-going, whimsical slide show, The Story of Bottled 
Water, explores the phenomenal growth of the industry, 
the recent challenges to its environmental impacts, and 
some of the extremes reached in the creative marketing 
of packaged water. To this day, the story continues. 

My interest in bottled water developed in 1980 after I 
obtained 101 finished drinking waters from Missouri 
public water supplies and analyzed them for total organic 
carbon (using the then newly introduced low-level TOC 
analyzer) and total bacterial cell counts (using 
epfluorescence microscopy). I compared the results with 
waters then being sold in glass, often colored glass, 
bottles. Thereafter, traveling friends and associates 
began bringing me bottles of water from an increasing 
array of venues. Tracking the development and marketing 
of these products then became a hobby. 

Full disclosure. I drink tap water. 


John T. O'Connor, EngD, RE. 























